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Roger Ballen (b. 1950, New York, USA) is a photographer and video artist based in
Johannesburg, South Africa. Throughout his career, he has explored the
unconscious, madness, solitude, and the afterlife. Resonating with the spirit of Art
Brut, he has developed a singular visual language guided by instinct and the
unconscious. Beginning with documentary photography, his practice has evolved
into a distinctive body of work that dissolves the boundaries between reality and
fiction, photography and drawing, humans and animals, order and chaos.

What Ballen calls the ‘Ballenesque’ is a unique visual language. Within this rigorously
formal aesthetic unfolds a absurd, claustrophobic world where animals and social
outsiders, reality and illusion, life and death, drawing and painting, photography and
sculpture converge. These enigmatic scenes become stages for exploring the
anxieties and primal instincts of the human psyche. Ballen's background in
psychology and geology, forms an essential foundation for this meticulously
constructed world. Recognized as one of the leading figures in contemporary
photography and moving-image art, Ballen's work has been exhibited extensively at
major museums and international exhibitions worldwide.



